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The NGO Forum on Cambodia organized 
Annual General MeeƟ ng was hold on No-
vember 14, 2018 at Tonle Bassac II Res-
taurant, Phnom Penh. There were 151 (32 
women) parƟ cipants from membership 
organizaƟ ons, development partners, do-
nors and partners, especially represen-
taƟ ve of Ministry of Planning, Ministry 
of Interior, Ministry of Economic and Fi-
nance, Rural Development Bank, USAID 
and Green Eagle. The overall objecƟ ves 
are: 1). To update on the NGO Forum’s key 
achievements and expenditures for Jan-
Oct,2018;2) To review and refl ect on key 
intervenƟ on of 3 year acƟ on plan (2018-
2020) of the NGO Forum on Cambodia; 
3).To prepare acƟ on plan for implemen-
taƟ on in 2019;4). To update and share 
informaƟ on on 4th Rectangular Strategic 
Plan in 6th mandate (2019-2023),  Na-
Ɵ onal Strategic Development Plan (NSDP) 
2019-2023, and Cambodian development 
context for membership organisaƟ ons and 
network members.

Session 1: Updates on 4th Rectangular 
Strategic Plan (2019-2023), NaƟ onal Stra-
tegic Development Plan (NSDP) 2019-
2023, and the Cambodia Development 
which Facilitated by Mr. Sivouthan Norng, 
Member of the Management Commit-
tee of the NGO Forum on Cambodia and 
Country Director HEKS. Mr. Chea Sopheak, 
Deputy Department of Macro Economic 
Policy and Finance presented about the 
stability of Macro Economic and Finance 
of Ministry of Economic and Finance by 
stated that the poverty rate in 2014 about 
13.5 % and the indicator of NSDP in this 
mew mandate will achieve about 10 % in 
2019. Beside that the income manage-
ment and expense if compare to GDP 
Cambodia can reach from 20% to 22% 
within the next two to three years. Mr. 
Or Muny Deputy Department of Associa-
Ɵ on and PoliƟ cal Party, Ministry of Interior 
said that within 10 months of 2018 total 
of 234 NGOs and AssociaƟ ons has regis-
tered with Ministry of Interior (92 NGOs 

and 144 AssociaƟ ons). He added that total 
5,446 NGOs and AssociaƟ ons has regis-
tered with the Ministry of Interior (3,201 
NGOs and 2,245 AssociaƟ ons).

Session 2: Updates on the NGO Forum’s 
key achievements and expenditure for Jan-
Oct,2018 Facilitated by Mr. Norng Sivou-
than, Member of the Management Com-
miƩ ee of the NGO Forum on Cambodia. 
Mr. Ouk Vannara, Deputy ExecuƟ ve Direc-
tor of the NGO Forum on Cambodia Pre-
sented on the NGO Forum’s key achieve-
ments for one year (Jan-Oct, 2018). Mr. 
Som CheƩ ana, Finance Manager of the 
NGO Forum on Cambodia presented on 
the budget and expenditures in (Jan-Oct, 
2018). Dr. Tek Vannara, ExecuƟ ve Director 
of the NGO Forum on Cambodia updated 
on NGO’s working approach in the context 
of CSDG & new NSDP 2019-2023. 
  
Session 3: The ContribuƟ on of Inter Banks, 
Development Partner, and Private Sector 
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for the next fi ve years Cambodian Devel-
opment 2019-2023 which facilitated by 
Mr. Tek Vannara, ExecuƟ ve Director of 
the NGO Forum on Cambodia. The were 
three speakers including H.E Uch Chantha, 
Deputy General Director of Rural Devel-
opment Bank, Mrs. Camila Lobard, Rep-
resentaƟ ve of EU in Cambodia and Mrs. 
Thlang Sovann Pisey, Director of Khmer 
Organic. The panel discussion was focused 
mainly on Inter Banks, Development Part-
ner, and Private Sector for the next fi ve 
years of Cambodian Development. Many 
quesƟ ons were raised by parƟ cipants and 
a lot of answered by speakers. 

Summarized and Closing Remarked by 
Dr. Tek Vannara, ExecuƟ ve Director. The 
Annual General MeeƟ ng and Annual Net-
work Refl ecƟ on were held at Tonle Bassac 
II Restaurant, Phnom Penh from 14-15 
November 2018 successfully completed. 

There were 278 membership organiza-
Ɵ ons and Network members who came 
from 25 provinces of Cambodia acƟ vely 
parƟ cipated. Dr. Tek Vannara summarized 
that there were fi ve key achievements 
in the following: 1). The common opera-
Ɵ onal plan of 8 networks in 2019 which 
lead by eight secretariats based at NGO 
Forum on Cambodia; 2). The secretariat 
of each network review and improve the 
operaƟ on plan and approve ToR for imple-
ment in the following year; 3). Member-
ship organizaƟ ons and network members 
understood and discussed about the con-
tribuƟ on of Inter Banks, Development 
Partner, and Private Sector for the next 
fi ve years Cambodian Development follow 

by the framework of sustainable develop-
ment goals; 4). Membership organizaƟ ons 
and network members clearly understood 
about the public fi nancial management, 
achievement, and challenges of Cambo-
dian economy and partnership between 
CSOs and government, mechanism and 
communicaƟ on approach; 5). Reviewed, 
Refl ected and agreed the three years op-
eraƟ on plan 2018-2020 of NGO Forum 
and operaƟ onal plan for 2019. Mr. Tek 
Vannara express great thanks for the ac-
Ɵ ve involvement of Membership orga-
nizaƟ ons and network members within 
2018 that lead the secretariat and NGO 
Forum to achieve many key achievements 
to response to the real need of Member-
ship organizaƟ ons and network members, 
poor and vulnerable people especially, to 
contribute to the policy development and 
policies monitoring of the implementaƟ on 
of policies and laws in Cambodia. We be-
lief that good cooperaƟ on and solidarity 
with all key stakeholders, working togeth-
er with honest and respect each other is 
the key to appropriately contribute to the 
growth of Cambodia development and 
achieving the sustainable development 
goal 2016-2030. In the end, Mr. Tek Van-
nara wish all Membership organizaƟ ons 
and network members with prosperous 
and success in all their works.
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Natural Resource Management CSO Forum on Climate Change Projection, 
the Road to Sustainability and 1.5°C

Published by the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), the 
Special Report on 1.5°C of Global Warm-
ing is dignifi ed to be a game-changer for 
climate acƟ on worldwide and providing 
policymakers, businesses, and climate 
advocates a Ɵ meline and clear targets 
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and 
prevent the worsening of the impacts of 
climate change, including serious-fl oods, 
typhoons, droughts, and sea level rise…
and so on. The impacts of such tempera-
ture increase would highly impact the 
disadvantaged and vulnerable sectors 
through food and water shortages, high-
er prices of commodiƟ es, income losses, 
poorer health condiƟ ons, and populaƟ on 
displacements. The drasƟ c changes in nat-
ural ecosystems could lead to irreversible 
losses of resources that would aff ect even 
big businesses in the long run.

On November 27, 2018; Mr. Sey Peou, a 
NECA Network Coordinator described the 
this IPCC SR1.5, Climate Change Scenario 
and Responses of climate change in the 
context of the landscape management 
to 133 parƟ cipants in Civil Society Forum 
joint-organized by NGOF, NTFP-EP, CEPA, 
RECOFTC, WWF, FLOW, MY Village as 
well as local communiƟ es from province 
of Preah Vihear, Kampong Thom, KraƟ e, 
Stung Treng and Ratanakiri Provinces un-
der funds supported by IUCN and Swiss 
Agency for Development and CooperaƟ on 
(SDC).

“The adaptaƟ on is our priority for Cambo-
dia, yet we need to talk and take acƟ on to 
miƟ gate the GHG emission…even though 
we are not a big GHG emiƩ er, yet avoiding 
impacts of higher temperature increases 
could help reduce poverty and vulner-
ability to climate-related risks, which is 
especially vital for developing countries 
like Cambodia. LimiƟ ng global warming to 
1.5°C instead of 2°C or higher would make 
it easier to aƩ ain many aspects of sustain-
able development, as represented by the 
SDGs…” he added.

As expected from this forum which are: 
1) all parƟ cipants discuss on priority is-

sues aff ecƟ ng on landscapes and discuss 
on natural resource management 2) Iden-
Ɵ fy strategies, posiƟ on papers and rec-
ommendaƟ ons to respond on proposed 
issues which parƟ cularly landscape man-
agement; and 3). Improve collaboraƟ on 
among parƟ cipants to enable them to 
work together and to address on impact 
of development projects in the landscape.
The presentaƟ on is strong highlighƟ ng the 
the IPCC Special Reports that wish to shiŌ  
to renewable energy that may result in 
co-benefi ts towards sustainability which 
friendly achieving good health (SDG 3), 
cleaner energy (SDG 7), more responsible 
producƟ on and consumpƟ on (SDG 12), 
and healthier oceans (SDG 14). Accelerat-
ing energy effi  ciency, which also reduces 
further greenhouse gas emissions, would 
result in addiƟ onal synergies with more 
sustainable industries (SDG 9) and ciƟ es 
and communiƟ es (SDG 11), along with 
stronger partnerships among diff erent 
sectors (SDG 17).

As a vulnerable country to climate change 
impacts; Cambodia needs to adapt to a 
1.5 degree warmer world through more 
sustainable economic pracƟ ces, most no-
tably in agriculture, forestry, and fi shing 
sectors, and strengthen the capacity of lo-
cal communiƟ es to deal with both sudden 
and slow-onset impacts of climate change. 
AdaptaƟ on pracƟ ces would specifi cally 
lead to lower poverty (SDG 1) and hunger 
rates (SDG 2), good health (SDG 3), clean-
er waters (SDG 6), equality among vari-
ous sectors (SDGs 5 and 10), and stronger 
insƟ tuƟ ons promoƟ ng peace and jusƟ ce 
(SDG 16).

Read more at: https://bit.ly/2Gzv3R3



proved funding package, approximately of 
100 million dollars for fi sheries develop-
ment in Cambodia. He added that the EU 
will conƟ nue to cooperate with CSOs and 
government for beƩ er implementaƟ on of 
these sectors. 

H.E Chong Phet, Deputy Secretary Gen-
eral of Ministry of Rural Development 
provided welcome remarks that this is im-
pressive workshop and very important for 
discussion and generate inputs to ensure 
food security, and in which relaƟ on to the 
three laws on land, fi shery and forestry. 
However,,he  MRD is involve in developing 
alternaƟ velivelihoods of the poor com-
munity in  rural area.  H.E then muted the 
audiences how the relaƟ onship between 
forestry law and forest degradaƟ on in 
which all issues should be addressed out-
side the judical system which more focus 
on the sub-naƟ onal level. In other words, 
H.E shared some steps for addressing land 
issues including 1). SystemaƟ c registraƟ on 
is beƩ er; 2). The commune council ad-
dressing land issues by establish the com-
miƩ ee to help the community. At the end, 
H.E supports the working group of VGGT 
that has been established.

H.E Touch Ponlok representaƟ ve of Minis-
try of Interior provided welcome remarks 
and expressed admire to the VGGT work-
ing group. H.E shared informaƟ on of the 
naƟ onal commiƩ ee for sub-naƟ onal dem-
ocraƟ c development implementaƟ on in-
cluding strengthening the management to 
ensure the ownership of comprehensive 
management to promote NGOs and com-
munity parƟ cipaƟ on and closing the work-
shop. The results of this workshop will be 
used to compare and provide inputs for 
fi nalizing the study report.
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The naƟ onal consultaƟ on workshop of the 
study on comparison between legal docu-
ment and Voluntary Guideline on land 
governance, fi shery, and forestry which 
was held on November 07, 2018, Tonle 
Bassac II restaurant, Phnom Penh.

The working group of VGGT land gover-
nance, fi shery and forestry (VGGT) which 
consist of NGO Forum, Building Commu-
nity Voices (BCV), Cambodian Centre for 
Human Rights (CCHR), STAR Kampuchea, 
Oxfam Cambodia and AcƟ onAid Cambo-
dia working together to strengthen coop-
eraƟ on between governmental, private 
sector and CSOs for contribuƟ ng to es-
tablish the land governance, fi shery and 
forestry. The working group iniƟ ates the 
study to compare the exisƟ ng policy and 
naƟ onal law in the context of food securi-
ty. The result of the study conducted by an 
independent consultant will be presented 
in the naƟ onal consultaƟ on workshop to 
refl ect, verify, collect inputs and recom-
mendaƟ ons for consolidaƟ ng in the fi rst 
draŌ . The objecƟ ve of the study is to un-
derstand about the important and role of 
the internaƟ onal voluntary guideline land 
governance, fi shery, and forestry (VGGT) 
and compare with the naƟ onal guideline 
of royal government of Cambodia and le-
gal documents in the sector of land, for-
estry, and fi shery. The draŌ  study com-
pletely fi nished as the basis for a further 
consult with other stakeholders and inter-
viewee who involve in the study as well as 
a government offi  cial, CSO, independence 
consultant and community from some 
provinces.

Mr. Tek Vannara, ExecuƟ ve Director of 
NGO Forum provide opening remarks and 
share informaƟ on related to the process 
of the environmental code which reaches 
to the amendment of the other three laws 
related to fi shery, forestry and protected 
area. He added that he was very happy 

in the cooperaƟ on with the government 
especially relevant ministries in this sec-
tor. He also expressed thank to the co-
operaƟ on and encourage for acƟ ve par-
Ɵ cipaƟ on in this consultaƟ on workshop. 
Mrs. Hum Boramy, ExecuƟ ve Director of 
AcƟ onAid Cambodia expressed thanks to 
all parƟ cipants. She stated that the study 
happens with the fi nance support from 
the EU through “strengthening CSOs and 
vulnerable community in Cambodia to se-
cure land Ɵ tle” program which is help the 
vulnerable community to secure land Ɵ tle 
through good governance, high account-
ability and comprehensive policy. She 
added that this study report contributes 
to beƩ er livelihood and food security un-
der the naƟ onal framework as well as the 
human rights aspect. Mr. Franck Viault, 
Head of CooperaƟ on, EU DelegaƟ on to 
Cambodia welcome and happy to involve 
in the naƟ onal consultaƟ on workshop.   
He thought VGGT is a voluntary guideline 
of land governance, fi shery and forestry 
was approved in 2012 and iniƟ ated by 
FAO. He added that the land, fi shery and 
forestry resources are very important in 
providing food and income, especially for 
a poor community in the rural area. This 
workshop, however, conducted in accor-
dance with the rapid urban growth and 
agricultural land issues in which cause of 
populaƟ on and business growth, and  con-
cern relaƟ on to deforestaƟ on.

The contribuƟ on of CSOs’se inputs into 
the research study  is very important and 
highly appreciated . Mr. Franck Viault 
proved that within the past fi ve years, EU 
provides  lots of funding to   government 
and Non-governmental OrganizaƟ on that 
are working related to this sector. Due to 
the result of EU meeƟ ng in Brussel to  ap-

National Consultation Workshop of the Study on Comparison between Legal Document 
and Voluntary Guideline on Land Governance, Fishery, and Forestry 
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HIGHLIGHT STORIES

The Mekong Basin Connect Workshop

PromoƟ ng System-Scale Water – Energy 
Planning in Cambodia seeks to build un-
derstanding across a range of key stake-
holders in mulƟ ple sectors about how 
integrated water-energy planning, the 
adopƟ on of more structured frameworks 
for renewable energy, and changes in re-
gional markets open the door to smarter 
and more sustainable water and energy 
planning on the naƟ onal and regional lev-
els.

The Royal Government of Cambodia has 
also expanded the use of solar energy 
more widely spread to communiƟ es to 
access electricity. The construcƟ on of a 
60-megawaƩ  solar power plant pulled out 
of solar panels in Kampong Speu prov-
ince which will be completed in 2019, 
while coal-fi red power plants are under 
construcƟ on which capacity of 150 mega-
waƩ s and it will be complete in 2019.

In parƟ cular, the NGO Forum on Cambo-
dia (NGOF) co-organized with STIMSON, 
IUCN, OXFAM and U.S Embassy Phnom 
Penh to host event on “Mekong Basin 
Connect Workshop in Cambodia” on De-
cember 11, 2018, at Tonle Bassac 1 Res-
taurant. The objecƟ ve of this event aims 
to introduce Mekong Basin Connect’s 

strategic, system scale water-energy plan-
ning approaches and discuss pathways for 
reducing risk in Cambodia and in the Me-
kong River Basin at large. There were 52 
parƟ cipants from River CoaliƟ on in Cam-
bodia (RCC) its Network members, repre-
sentaƟ ve of IUCN, STIMSON, U.S Embassy 
Phnom Penh, Researchers, and local and 
internaƟ onal NGOs.

Firstly, Dr. Tek Vanna, Director of NGO Fo-
rum on Cambodia, started paying respect 
to Mr. Jake Brunner, Head Indo-Burma 
Group, IUCN, Mr. Brian Eyler, Southeast 
Asia Program Director and Ms. Courtney 
Weather by, Southeast Asia Program Re-
search Analyst of SƟ mson Center as well 
as thanking to all respecƟ ve parƟ cipants 
for today’s workshop. He emphasized the 
objecƟ ve of workshop which is to pro-

mote the linkage of the systemaƟ c plan-
ning of energy systems in Cambodia and 
to build capacity of key stakeholders on 
the plan for water and energy integraƟ on, 
combining and restructuring of renewable 
energy as well as the opening of exchange 
market towards a smart and sustainable 
for water and energy plans at a naƟ onal 
and regional level. He introduced the key 
speakers from regional and internaƟ onal 
levels for today to share about new tools, 
experiences and new knowledge related 
to global as well as regional water and en-
ergy planning. 

He menƟ oned about what’s wriƩ en in the 
power plan of Ministry of Mines and Ener-
gy that at least 70 percent of Cambodia’s 
populaƟ on can access electricity in 2020 
and in 2030 at every home. According to 
World Bank Report in 2000 to the pres-
ent, there was only 16% of Cambodians 
who have access to adequate electric-
ity, and 78% of the electrical connecƟ on 
in rural areas. The number of available 
homes which got electrical connected is 
73 percent, according to the Ministry of 
Mines and Energy’s report. The total elec-
tricity generated in Cambodia is 40 per-
cent from hydropower dams, 36 percent 
from coal, and others from solar energy 
purchased from neighbouring countries 
and other sources people use gasoline 
or petrol for their generators. The report 
also menƟ oned about the expanding the 
use of solar energy in the remote com-
muniƟ es when the electrical network is 
being struggled in planning and the test-
ing of the construcƟ on of  solar-power 
energy plant which is being built at 60 
MW in Kampong Speu and planned to be 
completed in 2019. Another 150 MW coal 
power plant is also planned in 2019. 

He conƟ nued that the sources of energy 
that we are using come from the fi ve 
sources in relaƟ on to the methods for 
uƟ lizaƟ on which is appropriate for hy-
dropower dam implementaƟ on. We have 
seen the Regional Level, Regional Electric-
ity AssociaƟ on, and also at the global level 
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Jake started to compare Nokia and iPhone 
technology trend. The stock price in this 
huge company of Nokia 10 years ago was 
so high. Everyone would raise hand for 
having Nokia phone by that Ɵ me. The 
price of Nokia increased rapidly in 2005. 
For the last 5 or 10 years, it is fl at. 

Brian Eyler, Southeast Asia Program Direc-
tor of SƟ mson Centre 
He fi rst started with a quesƟ on of why 
Cambodia? He conƟ nued that his team 
come to Cambodia to interact with policy 
makers. To learn from development part-
ners about the need about the opportuni-
Ɵ es parƟ cularly in Cambodia to argue with 
decision makers and policy makers. 

The reasons they chose Cambodia be-
cause:

• Cambodia is a region’s highest en-
ergy tariff s. The electricity price in 
Cambodia is higher than Vietnam 
and Thailand. This prevents the 
country development where need-
ed.

• Cambodia is at the early stages of 
energy development and this is the 
opportunity to infl uence the future 
of Cambodia energy development. 

• ShiŌ ing interest to diversifying re-
newable energy porƞ olios. Opportu-
niƟ es for robust bidirecƟ onal power 
trade.

• NaƟ onal Council for Sustainable De-
velopment.

• Downstream impacts.

The workshop was fi nished at 12:15 pm 
with the fruiƞ ul results. SƟ mson team 
shares their name card to parƟ cipants for 
further communicaƟ on. 

established many more tools. Water man-
agement in Cambodia has the same plan 
but there are quesƟ ons raised about the 
quality and quanƟ ty of water availability 
in the dry season associated with quality 
of agricultural inputs in the use of water 
resources. So these are important ques-
Ɵ ons we need to act on. The government 
also promotes the IWRM approach to 
manage mixed resources which the Cam-
bodia NaƟ onal Mekong CommiƩ ee has 
tested on the four types (4Ps) of the Me-
kong River in KraƟ e. The tools are conƟ nu-
ously published by the commiƩ ee to share 
knowledge. He encouraged parƟ cipants to 
fi nd the document and think of how civil 
society could parƟ cipate. 

Jake Brunner, Head of Indo-Burma Group, 
IUCN started with the expression of his 
mixed feeling worrying about the impacts 
of damns on forest and wild life and the 
recogniƟ on of solar power energy devel-
opment.  He claimed that this is not an an-
Ɵ -micro power proposiƟ on and it’s more 
complex. The research here is preƩ y clear 
that is the energy that terminate the faith 
of the Mekong. When come to decision 
making, people tend to talk about envi-
ronment economic analysis, InternaƟ onal 
law, but he would like to emphasize that 
those arguments have very liƩ le impact 
on decision making while they are here in 
Cambodia. Jack will show about the solu-
Ɵ on to help Ministers and Prime Minister 
to decide on energy security in this coun-
try. That’s why IUCN is happy to partner 
with STIMSON to connect the strategy and 
design naƟ onal security energy. 



Validation Workshop on Statistical Analysis of Land Dispute in 2018
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The staƟ sƟ cal analysis on land dispute 
annually produced under collaboraƟ on 
with LAHRiN network and NGO Forum on 
Cambodia (NGOF) with supported by DCA, 
Diakonia, HEKS, NPA, MISEREOR and OX-
FAM, the fi rst draŌ ed version was bringing 
for a consult with stakeholder which held 
on December 18, 2018, at Tonle Bassac I 
restaurant. There were 60 parƟ cipants 
(21 women) from a representaƟ ve of the 
Ministry of Land Management, Urban 
Planning and ConstrucƟ on (MLUPC), 13 
provincial authoriƟ es and NGOs member 
of Land and Housing Rights Network (LA-
HRiN) and communiƟ es. The objecƟ ves of 
the consultaƟ on workshop including 1). 
Present the methodology of the research 
and fi ndings of the draŌ ed report; 2). Veri-
fi ed informaƟ on within some provinces of 
a representaƟ ve of provincial authoriƟ es 
on land dispute report; 3). Collect inputs 
from a representaƟ ve of the Ministry of 
Land Management, Urban Planning and 
ConstrucƟ on and provincial authoriƟ es 
who parƟ cipated are signifi cant contribu-
Ɵ ons to the report and improved quality 
of report more consistency and reliable 
informaƟ on.

Welcomed remarks by Dr. Tek Vannara, 
ExecuƟ ve Director of NGO Forum and in-
form about the purpose of the validaƟ on 
workshop. He provided a brief fact-fi nding 
in the staƟ sƟ cal analysis on land dispute 
report 2018 and he added about the plan 
of the way forward for the launching of 

staƟ sƟ cal analysis on land dispute report 
2018 going to be launched in March 2019. 
He thanks all NGOs networks at the local 
level who joined hand for keep tracking on 
land dispute issue for producing the im-
portant staƟ sƟ c of land dispute report as 
an evident base for NGOs who working on 
the land sector and pushing to the RGC to 
take acƟ on for solve the remaining cases. 
He also thanks provincial authoriƟ es who 
always give space for NGOs/NGOF to veri-
fi ed land dispute cases for producing this 
report and so happy to see the representa-
Ɵ ve from 13 provinces and from Ministry 
of Land Management Urban planning and 
construcƟ on to join this validaƟ on work-
shop. He asked for all the parƟ cipants in 
this workshop for puƫ  ng the input on the 
draŌ  of this report. 

Mr. Vuthy Vananra, a representaƟ ve from 
the Ministry of Land Management Urban 
Planning and ConstrucƟ on menƟ oned that 
MLUPC going to accepted all the report 

which has clear idenƟ fi caƟ on or informa-
Ɵ on. He also suggested and commanded 
on the report such as all informaƟ on on 
the number of land dispute a such num-
ber of cases and number of household 
aff ected, soon, need to be clear, change 
some wording to align with new S.Ch.Nor 
announced about provincial and district 
administraƟ on. He also asked for re-con-
sider on direct and indirect aff ected peo-
ple of land dispute cases, and cases going 
to be counted as a land dispute, does it 
forest issue or land issue? The last he sug-
gested to take off  all land dispute cases 
have been solved, cases in the progress-
ing of solving, and cases which not able 
to access for informaƟ on with the provin-
cial governor and for the next workshop 
please be professional about the parƟ ci-
paƟ on should be the same level between 
civil society, communiƟ es, and governor. 
And the staƟ sƟ cal analysis on land dispute 
report should be a delay and need one to 
two Ɵ me for a consult with the ministry.
Dr. Toul Dina, deputy of LASSP program 
from MLUPC, he appreciated what NOGF 
and its network tried to work for produc-
ing the important report. He has men-
Ɵ oned about the special team for land dis-
pute solving and theses teams have solved 
successfully on many land dispute cases. 
Does he consider Ɵ me spending for land 
cases verifi caƟ on with over than 300 cas-
es?   Does he quesƟ on for sources of infor-
maƟ on? He asked for change some word-
ing, page numbering. He has menƟ oned 
that this report should be consulted with a 
ministry environment, the ministry of agri-
culture forestry and fi shery because some 
land dispute is linked to their responsibil-
ity. 

Mr. Norng Raksmey, the representaƟ ve 
of the department of land management 
from Oddar Meanchey province, sug-
gested for more parƟ cipaƟ on for the next 
consultaƟ on workshop. He noƟ ced that 
some informaƟ on posted by media, it has 
both pro and con if receiver accepted and 
not do any clarifi caƟ on with stakeholder it 
can be the feck news, all land disputes in-
formaƟ on should be talking directly to the 
local authority for both hot case and gen-



I ssue 28  |   p .  8    |  November -  December 2018

eral cases. He raised concern about land 
dispute cases linked to community forest 
and military, it is about the country’s se-
curity. Other cases about land grabbing on 
forest state land should not be included or 
count as land dispute case. Last, he asked 
for more consultaƟ on workshop on this 
report at less two Ɵ mes.
Mr. Hou Kimloeung, representaƟ ve of 
Ratanakiri province, for this province land 
dispute cases in the hand of provincial au-
thority has three cases about 12 villages 
and 1,442 ha. In name of the provincial 
representaƟ ve from Ratanakiri, he wel-
comes all Ɵ me if NGOF wants to talk about 
land dispute issue.

The deputy of the department of land 
management, from Kampong Cham prov-
ince, said that land dispute case caused 
by Maen  Saroun company on 400 ha of 
land areas with 643HHs, people occupies 
this land illegally but Royal Government of 
Cambodia issued the land Ɵ tle for people. 
Kampong Cham ‘s authority was happy to 
share all informaƟ on about land dispute 
cases in the province.
Mr. Van Nary, representaƟ ve
 of Kampong Speu province. Cases num-
ber 2885 unclear informaƟ on it maybe 
not happened in this province. Another 
case linked to road number 44 have been 
solved, the case should take out from the 
report. A case linked to Star Mart compa-
ny this case some aff ected people double 
counted so please make sure the data il-
lustrated in this report is the actual one. 
Last, he suggested changing some word-
ing.

Mr. Chan Ra, deputy governor of Prey 
Veng province, suggested to categories 
land dispute as for a land dispute on state 
land and private land, NGOF should come 
to meet with local authority again and 
prepare one more workshop for last vali-
daƟ on.

Mr. Chhun Chanvanthun, the representa-
Ɵ ve of Kep province, asked for more detail 
informaƟ on on each case in the province. 
He appreciated with NGOF and its net-
works who work on land dispute issue by 
co-operaƟ ng with authority.
A representaƟ ve from Kampot province, 
menƟ oned one land dispute that occurred 
in Chomkiri district aff ected to 95 House 
Holds were solved, one case in Chhouk 
district caused by ELC aff ected to 103HHs 
provincial authority have been solved by 
providing land for them and other 189HHs 
provincial governor requesƟ ng approval 
from Royal Government of Cambodia.
Mr.Ouk Sophal, the representaƟ ve of 
Stung Treng province, recommended that 
the workshop should invite district au-
thority because they are able to respond 
to what report fi nding. 

Mr. Chheam Tich Long, the representaƟ ve 
of Pursat province, suggested to catego-
rize the type of land dispute and the de-
tail informaƟ on of each land dispute cases 
should be clear in a table distributed to all 
province.

Mr. Kaen Puthy, the representaƟ ve of Siem 
Reap province, suggested for re-check 
spelling, report outline, old historical of 
each case should cut off  from the detail 
informaƟ on, keep the new updated one. 
The lesson learns from land dispute solv-
ing, Siem Reap province governor always 
reconciliaƟ on between dispute party. 
There were some cases have been solved 

such as cases along Siem Reap stream, 
land dispute case linked to social land con-
cession have been solved 99 percentage. 
He asked for a contribuƟ on from NGOF 
and its network should bring all fact-fi nd-
ing in this report to talk with the provincial 
governor for taking acƟ on to solve the is-
sue, and more cooperate both direct and 
indirect to provincial governor they are 
happy to work with. 

Lastly, Mr. Chea Sophart, representaƟ ve 
of aff ected people in Khan Chroy Changva, 
OCIC case, said that all aff ected people 
are eager the resoluƟ on for their case, 
they tried to put their complain leƩ er to 
many insƟ tuƟ ons such as parliamentary 
and ministry of Land Management Urban 
Planning and ConstrucƟ on (MLUPC) but 
not yet solved. 

Mr. Ouk Vannara, Deputy ExecuƟ ve of 
NGO Forum on Cambodia, wrap up the 
results of the discussion and thanks to all 
parƟ cipant who representaƟ ve of each 
province, provincial departments, rep-
resentaƟ ve of MLUPC and communiƟ es. 
He also added that all the comments on 
the fi rst draŌ ed of the staƟ sƟ cal analysis 
on land dispute report going to be review 
and make a change as much as a possible 
base on the methodology of research and 
objecƟ ve. 

The MeeƟ ng was fi nished at 12.30 PM with 
fruiƞ ul results and clear follow-up acƟ on.
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Civil Society OrganizaƟ on Forum on Mekong River Management in 2018

On November 27, 2018, Tonle Bassac I 
Restaurant, Phnom Penh, the CSO Forum 
on Mekong River Management is seen as 
essenƟ al to facilitaƟ ng and strengthen-
ing CSOs as well as local communiƟ es at 
the sub-naƟ onal level. The forum is also 
connecƟ ng part of a forum on natural re-
source management organized annually 
under the chairmanship of respecƟ ve gov-
ernor in KraƟ e, Stung Treng, and Ratanaki-
ri provinces. The 2018 Mekong River CSO 
Forum was held in Phnom Penh for a one-
day period to provide opportuniƟ es for 
organizaƟ ons and target communiƟ es to 
share their experiences, challenges, and 
recommendaƟ ons to propose interven-
Ɵ ons on sustainable and transparent man-
agement of the Mekong River. There were 
134 (24 women) parƟ cipants were from 
six provinces namely Preah Vihear, Kom-
pong Thom, RaƩ anakiri, Mondulkiri, Kra-
Ɵ e, and Stung Treng. They were represen-
taƟ ves of 21 CBOs and NGOs working in 
the areas. There were four presentaƟ ons 
related to forestry and other four presen-
taƟ ons related to the fi shery. At each of 
the presentaƟ on session, there was also a 
quesƟ on and answer session.

Mr. SUN SOVANN, Program Manager of 
NRD, shared his experiences, best prac-
Ɵ ces and challenges of fi shery resource 
management in KraƟ e province. Northern 
Rural Development (NRD) is mandated 
to assist community fi sheries in Sambo 
district, KraƟ e province in addressing is-

sues of overfi shing using prohibited fi sh-
ing gears which established in 2012 as 
a community-based organizaƟ on. AŌ er 
years of intervenƟ ons (including providing 
various training on rights, FPIC, and mate-
rial assistance), and engagement strategy 
of involving all relevant stakeholders, NRD 
has faced challenges like many other con-
venƟ onal non-profi t organizaƟ ons includ-
ing issues of funding, lack of collaboraƟ on 
with the so-called community groups, and 
support of the ‘government’.

Mr. MAK BUNTHOEUN, Secretariat of Riv-
er CoaliƟ on of Cambodia, presented on 
working with communiƟ es to miƟ gate im-
pact from the development of hydropow-
er dams. Cambodia seems to be in a cross-
road trying to fulfi ll its energy demand and 
the bio-diversity conservaƟ on, parƟ cularly 
those along the mighty Mekong rivers and 
its tributaries. Having witnessed this fi ght, 
the River CoaliƟ on of Cambodia (RCC) 
was on the side of those to be impacted 
by hydro-development project arguing 
the impacts including depriving of some 
people sources of income, disturbance of 
endanger species habitats, river bank ero-
sion, deforestaƟ on under the name of ba-
sin clearance, water level irregularity, and 
unfair people reseƩ lement are not well 
miƟ gated. Working with the communiƟ es 
to respond to this naƟ onal development 
decision have been compounded by rhet-
orics like lack of evidence to support the 

demand, heterogeneity of RCC members, 
and poliƟ cal repression.

Ms. Luy Reaksmey, ExecuƟ ve Director of 
CEPA, presented on how to achieve com-
munity solidarity and ownership. I had 
20-year experiences working with the 
community and noƟ ce that we sƟ ll do not 
have clear indicators to show solidarity 
and ownership. Maybe we need to cre-
ate ones. On the issues of cooperaƟ on 
with technical departments. They seem 
not to have ownership of their own work. 
Moreover, technical departments and lo-
cal authoriƟ es are also not consistent. For 
example, in RaƩ anakiri province, technical 
departments support the establishment 
of a community network, but local au-
thoriƟ es do not welcome it. How can we 
deal with them?

In the aŌ ernoon, we broke into small 
groups to draŌ  leƩ er appealing for inter-
venƟ on from relevant stakeholders. There 
were 29 leƩ ers draŌ ed and the commit-
tee will conƟ nue to work on those leƩ ers 
in order to submit them to respecƟ ve re-
ceivers. AŌ er a full day program, we get 
a proudly result through sharing experi-
ences and draŌ ing the above leƩ ers.

Closing speech by Ms. Luy Rasmey, CEPA 
ExecuƟ ve Director: “Ladies and gentle-
men! Our forum was conducted as 
planned and produced a result as wanted. 
I noƟ ced that you are happy and we are 
the organizers are happy as well to see 
your contribuƟ on and commitment to 
protecƟ ng shared resources. Please do 
not forget to spread the words to your 
peer community members since we could 
not eff ort to invite everyone to parƟ ci-
pate in this forum. We hope that you will 
share what you have learned with your 
members through monthly meeƟ ngs. We 
are not only sharing a good point but also 
things to be improved. We will conƟ nue to 
organize other events with your parƟ cipa-
Ɵ on. I also would like to thank the donor, 
working group and all of you that make 
this forum happens. I wish all of you good 
luck and announce the closing of the fo-
rum at this moment.” 
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CSOs ConsultaƟ on on the Inputs of NSDP 2019-2023

Raffl  e Hotel Le Royal, 4 November 2018: 
The NGO Forum on Cambodia coordinat-
ed the consultaƟ ve meeƟ ng between CSO 
leaders and the representaƟ ve of the Gov-
ernment’s technical working Group. There 
were 17 NGO  representaƟ ves, one private 
sector and 10 representaƟ ves from gov-
ernment’s insƟ tuƟ on . The meeƟ ng aimed 
to present the results of the inputs from 
NGOs/CSOs consultaƟ on for contribuƟ on  
in the NaƟ onal Strategic Development 
Plan ( NSDP) 2019-2023. With this sense, 
the NGOF commissioned to consultant to 
collect the inputs from various stakehold-
ers including, sub-naƟ onal NGOs, youths, 
private sectors and academia, researchers 
and CSO leader at naƟ onal level. The sum-
mary results of inputs from NGOs/CSOs 
consultaƟ ons are consolidated as the sec-
toral contents and strategic prioriƟ es for 
the next step of NSDP 2019-2023, totally 
24 sectors were compiled. 

The meeƟ ng started by Dr. Tek Vannara, 
ExcecuƟ ve Director of The NGOF warmly 
welcomed to all the parƟ cipants in that 
event, he also raised about the mandate 
of the NGOF in working to collect the com-
ments and inputs for the policy develop-
ment, in parƟ cular on NSDP and SDGs. 
Then Mr. Sun Youra, NaƟ onal Develop-
ment Program Manager presented about 
the approaches that we collected the in-
puts into NSDP 2019-2023, at the same-
Ɵ me he was also shared the roadmap of 

the civil society which alligned with the 
Mininistry of planning’s roadmap. AŌ er 
that, all the 24 sector comments and in-
puts from the study have been presented 
by CSO lead sectors one by one into the 
wider groups. In that occassion, there 
many quesitons and feedback on the fi nd-
ing  have been asked by the government 
representaƟ ves, especially on the roles 
of civil society in Food Secturity and Nu-
triƟ on. In addiƟ on to the quesƟ ons, Dr. 

Vannara raised about the perspecƟ ve of 
the civil society in working with the gov-
ernment, as he menƟ onded that we are 
independent, and we reported the real in-
formaƟ on from the grassrot level with the 
professional manner. 
The meeƟ ng fi nished as planned with the 
fruiƞ ul results in which the TWG’s repre-
sentaƟ ves in that events clearly under-
stood about the joint eff ort of the NGO 
Forum and other civil society. 
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PromoƟ ng Quality and Safety of Agricultural Products and Foods in Cambodia

The NGO Forum on Cambodia co-orga-
nized with Department of Agro-industry 
of the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries (MAFF), and fund supported 
by Oxfam and HESK to host a workshop 
on promoƟ ng quality and safety of Ag-
ricultural products and foods, Somadevi 
Angkor Hotel, Siem Reap Province, on De-
cember 14, 2018. There were 200 parƟ ci-
pants from representaƟ ves of Sangha Or-
ganizaƟ on The Network for Development 
of Food Security and Safety in Cambodia 
(NDF-C) represents the Agriculture and 
Forestry Department of the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, repre-
sentaƟ ves of the Provincial Department of 
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries of Siem 
Reap province and representaƟ ves of Ag-
riculture, Forestry and Fisheries from 25 
provinces / ciƟ es as well as farmers, civil 
society organisaƟ ons, private sectors, uni-
versiƟ es, research insƟ tuƟ ons, and devel-
opment partners.
  
This workshop aims at awareness raising 
and understanding on regulatory stan-
dards which related to improving quality 
and safety of agricultural products and 
provided opportuniƟ es for stakeholders to 
provide inputs on eff ecƟ ve policy formula-

Ɵ on and implementaƟ on, in order to con-
tribute to sustainable in agricultural de-
velopment in Cambodia. In addiƟ on, this 
workshop will build good cooperaƟ on and 
partnership between farmers, civil society 
organizaƟ ons, the private sector, universi-
Ɵ es, research insƟ tuƟ ons, development 
partners, and government insƟ tuƟ ons 
more acƟ vely parƟ cipate and contribuƟ on 
to promoƟ ng quality and safety of agricul-
tural products and foods.

Workshop Outcomes
A. Government InsƟ tuƟ on
Royal Government of Cambodia (RGC) 
from the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries and the department of agro-
industry have been playing the important 
role to formulate the regulaƟ ons, publicly 
disseminate, training, facilitaƟ on, monitor 
and evaluate in order to eliminate chemi-
cal and pesƟ cide usage minimize agricul-
tural products to reduce poverty and im-
proving people’s living standard and food 
security. Meanwhile, the department of 
agro-industry has a laboratory to monitor 
all kinds of agricultural products to ensure 
the high quality and safety to the house-
holds. Up to now, this laboratory has been 

operated for two years, as a result of its 
mission found the irregulariƟ es in the 
shopping malls and Phsar Deum Kor mar-
ket about vegetable display is that “fresh 
vegetables displayed in shopping malls 
have been used excessive chemicals more 
than Phsar Deum Kor market”. Moreover, 
this department of Agro-Industry have 
been sponsored from the development 
partners to formulate a draŌ ed law and 
relevant legal documents on “Quality Im-
provement and Safe Agricultural product” 
will be fi nalized in 2019 and will be com-
pleted in 2020.

B. Private Sectors
It is very vital that the private sectors have 
contributed to the exchanging businesses 
with small, poor communiƟ es, and farm-
ers to collect the agricultural products to 
invent iniƟ ally or to the fi nal one. Actually, 
Ly Ly Food Industry Co.,Ltd has contrib-
uted with the Royal Government of Cam-
bodia through the Contract Farming Policy 
to reduce poverty and unemployment by 
making to purchase the agricultural prod-
ucts [Jasmine Rice] from the communiƟ es 
from some zones in order to cut down 
maximum demand of raw material  which 
purchased from the neighboring coun-
tries and off ered job opportuniƟ es to the 
people.
Furthermore, to improve the product’s 
quality and hygiene, this company set the 
following items and procedures:
• Have dressing rooms for male and fe-

male staff s before entering working 
sites

• All equipment is cleaned and stan-
dardized in each step of producƟ ons

• ProducƟ on site is safe and comfortable
• Final products are nicely packed and 

safely stored.
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Based on experience, to ensure the sus-
tainability of demanding agricultural prod-
ucts, farmers who supply products to the 
private sectors through Contract Farming 
Policy must ensure the quality and safety 
of the products.

C. Non-governmental organizaƟ ons
RelaƟ ng to the quality improvement and 
food safety, NGOs including NGO Forum, 
Oxfam Cambodia and NDF-C network 
members, World Fish OrganizaƟ on etc., 
have acƟ vely and fi rmly parƟ cipated to 
conduct trainings, educaƟ ng,  awareness 
raising, supporƟ ng, enhancing in sustain-
able agricultural techniques and ecologi-
cal agriculture etc., to the communiƟ es 
especially, poor families have been facili-
taƟ ng with government or relevant insƟ -
tuƟ ons by urging and promoƟ ng the local 
households or poor families to understand 
on the challenges of using an excessive 
chemical products and to start using or 
choosing ferƟ lized agricultural products.

D. Farmers
Mr. Run Bunly, a representaƟ ve of farm-
ers from Bavel district, BaƩ ambang prov-
ince raised the research project of World 
Fish OrganizaƟ on on sustainable nutriƟ on 
pracƟ ce which has implemented by Knong 
Srok Knong Phum OrganizaƟ on focusing 
on provinces surrounding Tonle Sap Lake. 
This project had started in May 2017 and 
will end in September 2019. This project 
aims at (1) improving nutriƟ on and living’s 
standard of the poor by eaƟ ng all kinds 
of small fi shes and in-house planƟ ng, (2) 
raising awareness of aquaculture and nu-
triƟ on to poor families. Especially, whose 
families have kids under fi ve years old, (3) 
making those women with kids under fi ve 
years old be aware of advantages of eat-
ing and eaƟ ng porridge with quality and 
hygiene and (4) improving understanding 
and experiences from the aquaculture de-
velopment and the nutriƟ on at Tonle Sap 
Lake area. Moreover, he added the diff er-

ences that local farmers/households and 
he Mr.Run Bunly  get from NGOs’ training 
course projects such as technical or aqua-
culture training  related to the quality im-
provement and food safety include: 

Conclusion
The one-day workshop on Quality and 
Safety of Agricultural Products and Foods 
is very important for each relevant insƟ tu-
Ɵ ons such as government insƟ tuƟ ons, pri-
vate sectors, NGOs and people to share in-
formaƟ on and what their own insƟ tuƟ ons 
have contributed in promoƟ ng quality and 
food safety to the public.

Lastly, a representaƟ ve from the Depart-
ment of Agro-Industry of the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries stated 
that both farmers and manufacturers must 
ensure about chemical or pesƟ cide usage 
are not excessive in agricultural products 
and safety to the users, and what this 
workshop get including good concepts, 
challenges, issues and other suggesƟ ons, 
the Department of Agro-Industry will take 
and set guidelines for promoƟ ng to the 
public about food safety, quality of agri-
cultural products and especially put into 
the strategic plans and the draŌ ed law on 
Quality and Safety of Agricultural Prod-
ucts.

4. RecommendaƟ ons and suggesƟ ons
There are the feedbacks from the parƟ ci-

pants to improve the quality and safety of 
agricultural products:
• ConƟ nues sharing and strengthening 

through training to disseminate widely 
with collaboraƟ on from relevant insƟ -
tuƟ ons like government, private sec-
tors, NGOs, producers, and consum-
ers.  

• Promote domesƟ c product growth or 
organic or vegetable products or in-
house planƟ ng

• Improve farmers from being a farmer 
to the agro-business person.

• Strictly apply a free trade agreement 
when found an excessive chemical us-
age on the products.

• Improve a standard of the organic ag-
ricultural products package nicely with 
quality and hygiene.

• Firmly oversee chemical or pesƟ cide 
usage onto the agricultural products 
through the laboratory in the opera-
Ɵ onal zones.

• Strengthen the partnership between 
the private sectors, producers and rel-
evant partners to improve quality, the 
safety of food and agricultural prod-
ucts by aligning with market demands.

• Conduct a series of public forums for 
expressing ideas widely and frequently.

• Encourage to establish drying centers 
for keeping, packing with high quality 
and technical standards.



On December 05, 2018, NGO forum on 
Cambodia organized the exposure visit to 
Bunong indigenous community in Kbal Ro-
meas old village, Kbal Romeas commune, 
Sesan district, Stung Treng province. There 
around 80 parƟ cipants who were from 
NGOF staff s, Ministry of Interior, Ministry 
of Rural Development and provincial gov-
ernors in Stung Treng province at least 80 
parƟ cipants aƩ ended. 

The objecƟ ve of this exposure visits to 
learn more about the daily life of indig-
enous communiƟ es and the process of 
collecƟ ng land, CLT procedure and com-
munity’s key challenges, to fi nd out more 
informaƟ on for development plan to the 
priority needs of indigenous communiƟ es, 
and keeping strengthen a cooperaƟ on be-
tween state insƟ tuƟ ons and civil society 
in supporƟ ng indigenous communiƟ es in 
accordance with the policies of the Royal 
Government of Cambodia.

On the same mission, on December 06, 2018, The NGO forum on Cambodia through Indigenous Peoples and Forests Network (IPFN) 
and led by Mr. Ouk Vannara Deputy ExecuƟ ve Director and colleagues facilitated the exposure visit Prouv indigenous community in 
Katot village, Kampoun commune, Sesan district, Stung Treng province. There were 60 parƟ cipants who from NGOF’s staff s, Ministry 
of Interior (MoI), Ministry of Rural Development (MRD) and provincial governors in Stung Treng province. 
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Exposure Visit Bunong Indigenous Community and Prouy Indigenous Community
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13th ASEAN GO-NGO Forum On Social Welfare and Development 

As member of InternaƟ onal Council on Social Welfare (ICSW), the 
NGO FORUM on Cambodia (NGOF) has parƟ cipated in 13th ASEAN 
GO-NGO FORUM ON SOCIAL WELFARE AND DEVELOPMENT, held on 
21 NOV 2018 in Singapore which focus on Social Welfare and De-
veloment ”Realising the ASEAN Enabling Masterplan 2025”: Main-
streaming the Rights of Persons with DisabiliƟ es. Mr Tek Vannara, 
execuƟ ve director of the NGOF has requested to ASEAN for adding 
another fi ve important points of CSOs into Masterplan 2025 are 1)
Develop clear and specifi c targets and indicators for the acƟ on points 
in the Enabling Masterplan in which persons with disabiliƟ es having 
access to services i.e. educaƟ onal, medical, occupaƟ onal, social; 2)
Include civil society and NGOs, in parƟ cular DPOs, to follow up on 
the issues of mainstreaming the rights of persons with disabiliƟ es 
and any other engagements benefi Ɵ ng persons with disabiliƟ es; 3)
Encourage AICHR( ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on Human 
Rights) to have persons with disabiliƟ es represented in its commit-
tees, 4)Encourage dialogue on internaƟ onal standards of disability 
classifi caƟ on and 5)Organize a meeƟ ng specifi cally for Civil Society 
OrganizaƟ ons: NGOs and DPOs concerned with the promoƟ on and 
protecƟ on of the rights of persons with disabiliƟ es, to encourage 
conƟ nued dialogue and acƟ ve engagement on the promoƟ on and 
protecƟ on of persons with disabiliƟ es.

OpportuniƟ es and Challenges for Achieving Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs) held on 13 November 2018 at United NaƟ ons 
Offi  ce in Beijing, China by UNDP, Oxfam and World Without Poverty. 
ParƟ cipants from NGOs, Companies, Academic and Government 
from Cambodia, Vietnam, Myanmar and China are parƟ cipated in 
this dialogue. The four main topics were discussed are 1) AƩ aining 
SDGs through SEZs: Key Issues for the Development and OperaƟ on 
of Sustainable SEZs, 2) CreaƟ ng an Enabling Climate for Harnessing 
FDIs, Job CreaƟ on and IndustrializaƟ on: Economic Aspect of SEZs 
Development (SDG 8, 9, 11, 12, 16, 17), 3) Towards More Inclusive 
Special Economic Zones: Social Aspect of SEZs Development and 
OperaƟ on (SDG 3, 4, 8, 10, 11, 16) and 4) Greening SEZs: Environ-
mental Aspect of SEZs Development and OperaƟ on (SDG 3, 6, 7, 12, 
13,14,15). Mr Tek Vannara, execuƟ ve director of the NGO FORUM 
on Cambodia shared experiences to all parƟ cipants on the benefi ts 
from environment impact assessment in special economic zone. 
Public parƟ cipaƟ on in the whole process of environment impact 
assessment are very important to ensure transparency, account-
ability to the public and reduce negaƟ ve impacts on environment 
and social. Moreover, fully implementaƟ on of environment manage-
ment plan and open space for public parƟ cipaƟ on to monitoring and 
evaluaƟ on of project it would be good for sustainable project. Ad-
diƟ onally, he shared about the best pracƟ ce of CSO parƟ cipated in 
the reviewing on EIA report with inter-ministries meeƟ ng which led 
by Ministry of Environment. 

Roundtable Dialogue on Sustainable Special Economic Zones (SEZs)



ON THE MEDIA

Topic: The limited communal budget for climate change should increase
Date:   28 January 2019

Source: RFI

Read more at: hƩps://bit.ly/2uBAx5J

Topic: Funds sought to tackle climate issues
Date:   29 January 2019

Source: Khmer Times

Read more at: hƩ ps://bit.ly/2HPxX4M

Topic: Government, UN, NGOs meet to discuss Climate Change
Date:   29 January 2019

Source: Phnom Penh Post

Read more at: hƩ ps://bit.ly/2B7yvhk
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UPCOMING EVENTS/HOLIDAYS 2019

28 January
DisseminaƟ on Workshop on Climate Change AdaptaƟ on (CCA)/Disas-
ter Risk ReducƟ on (DRR) Mainstreaming into Commune Investment 
Program (CIP)/Commune Development Plan (CDP)

14 February
Quaterly Member MeeƟ ng

14-15 February
 1st Quarterly LAHRiN Member meeƟ ng

15 February
NaƟ onal ConsultaƟ on Workshop on Engaging CSOs in the Cambo-
dia Voluntary NaƟ onal Review 2019

27-28 February
Training On Legal Procedure As The Capacity Building AcƟ on To 
Prey Lang Community Network



THANK YOU!
The NGO Forum on Cambodia would like to thanks to our local and internaƟ onal donors 

that always support our good causes missions to support Cambodians in need.

Working Together for PosiƟ ve Change

The NGO Forum on Social Media! 
Like and follow us Facebook hƩ ps://www.facebook.com/ngoforumoncambodia

Follow The NGO Forum Tweeter hƩ ps://twiƩ er.com/thengoforum
Give us a plus on G+ hƩ ps://plus.google.com/b/110431356984882685030/110431356984882685030/posts

Visit our website hƩ p://www.ngoforum.org.kh/


