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186 CSOs/NGOs Endorsed on LANGO Joint Statement to 
the King; after Senate’s Adoption

Phnom Penh, May 2015 to Present: Follow-
ing Cambodian Prime Minister announce-
ment in early April 2015, a group of local 
and international NGOs started working on 
the draft Law of Associations and Non-Gov-
ernment Organizations (LANGO) to urge the 
government to hold the proper consultation 
workshop on various concerns issues of the 
4th draft LANGO they received since 2011.

Vital different activities have been taken 
place since April 2015 including official 
launching of the Stop and Consult Social 
Media, press conferences, joint statements 
and other letters issued by embassies and 
donors, CSOs consultation workshop to 
discuss LANGO, official meeting with mem-
bers of National Assembly (NA) and Senate 
– both CNRP and CPP representatives – and 
the LANGO regional workshops in 24 cities/
provinces of Cambodia to raise awareness 
about LANGO to the grassroots, communi-

ties, especially NGOs based in the provinces. 

Throughout the campaign, CSOs group sug-
gested Cambodian government to:

1. Release an official draft version of LAN-
GO to the public , in which the government 
released on the July 8, 2015, few days be-
fore the LANGO was adopted by NA
2. Withdraw the current LANGO and make 
a thorough revision of it in accordance 
with international human rights standards 
including Article 22 of the ICCPR;
3. Engage in sufficient dialogue with the 
international community and the civil 
groups which will be affected by LANGO;
4. Conduct public hearings and take all 
other appropriate measures to include the 
voices of civil society groups in the discus-
sion of LANGO in the National Assembly.

Otherwise, after about 2 months advocated 
for the transparency of the LANGO, NA, rep-
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resented by H.E Chheang Vun, called for 
an urgent meeting on LANGO Worksop 
called, “The National Workshop on Un-
derstanding on LANGO”, on July 8, 2015 
at the NA. A half day workshop was indeed 
attended by hundreds of participants from 
CSOs, NGOs, government, associations 
and media, in which resulted in shortage 
of time for questions and answers by par-
ticipants. 

Continue to page 02 ....



NGO Law ....

Dr. Tek Vannara, Executive Director of NGO  
Forum on Cambodia (NGOF) said during the 
press conference right after the National 
workshop that it was not a proper consulta-
tion workshop, since the participants, espe-
cially, associations and NGOs did not have 
enough opportunity either to ask questions 
or to share our concerns. “We urge the gov-
ernment to postpone the Adoption of the 
LANGO, and give us at least three months 
for the proper consultation workshop on 
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LANGO,” he said. “In other case, we, the 
CSO/NGO group, do not accept this current 
NGO Law.” LANGO was adopted by NA on 
July 13, 2015. The draft LANGO was later 
sent to Senate to be adopted on July 24, 
while hundreds of participants from com-
munities, associations, CSO/NGO members 
assembled in front the Senate to call for 
dropping the law and revert to NA for the 
content changing. 

“Next step is approaching the King,” Dr. Tek 
Vannara said. Right after the adoption on 
the law by Senate, CSO team working on 
LANGO is now in the process to create the 
joint statement and later on send to the King 
asking for the intervention and request him 
to hold on to the signature on this law un-
til the proper consultation process is being 
conducted between the government and 
the related stakeholders.

By August 03, there were 186 local and in-
ternational organization endorsed on the 
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HIGHLIGHT STORIES

Phnom Penh, May 19: The Development 
Issue Program (DIP) of NGO Forum on 
Cambodia (NGOF) attended a half-day 
Parliamentary Workshop, theme “Under-
standing of Macroeconomic Framework 
and Public Financial Policy for Preparation 
of the Draft Law on National Budget Man-
agement 2016”, organized by the Commis-
sion of Economics, Finance, Banking and 
Auditing of the National Assembly (NA), in 
collaboration with and supporting by Sec-
retary General of the National Assembly 
Technical Coordination Secretariat of the 
NA,  Asian Development Bank (ADB), NGOF 
and Oxfam America. Approximately, 300 
participants as members of Parliament, 
Senators, Government representative, De-
velopment Partners, Private sectors, and 
other related national and international 
organizations presented in this event pre-
sided by Samdech Akeak Moha Ponhea 
Chakrei Heng Samrin at the NA. 

This workshop, in which mainly focused on 
the national budget issued, was conducted 
in order to:
• Increase understanding of  the macro 
economic framework and public financial 
policy
• Increase dialogue between the govern-
ment, Development Partners (DPs) and...

Read more at http://bit.ly/1g7yEnA

Seven Billion Dreams. One Planet. Consume with Care

Phnom Penh, Kratie, Steung Treng, and Pre-
ah Vihear May 6: The NGO Forum on Cam-
bodia (NGOF) cooperated with Ministry of 
Environment (MoE) on technical as well as 
financial support to celebrate the World 
and National Environment Day (WNED) 
2015 that took place in three provinces and 
a city. This year theme was “Seven Billion 
Dreams. One Planet. Consume with Care”, 
which aimed to identify challenges of creat-
ing opportunities for inclusive and sustain-
able economic development while attempt-
ing to stabilize the rate of resource use and 
reduce environmental impacts.

Hundreds of participants joined together in 
diverse locations with similar activities to 
raise awareness on this special day to the 
Cambodians as well as the world. In Steung 
Treng, Dr. Tek Vannara, NGOF’s Executive 
Director, shared during his speech inSteung 

Treng that each of us has a responsibility to 
save the world from the climate change (CC). 
“There are many factors causing CC such as 
a waste of food, water resources, natural 
resources and the overuse of the energy. 
However, most of these problems could be 
prevented. Saving energy, for example, food, 
water and reduce consuming the natural re-
sources to just entertain yourself....

Read more at http://bit.ly/1KPtV4I

Parliamentary Workshop on
Understanding of Macroeco-
nomic Framework and Public 

Financial Policy 

14th UN-REDD Programme Policy Board for the Next Five Years 
of Strategic Framework development process

Arlington, Virginia in the US, May 21 – 22: 
The NGO Forum on Cambodia (NGOF), rep-
resented by Dr. Tek Vannara, NGOF’s Execu-
tive Director, was invited as the Cambodian 
representative to the 14th meeting of the 
UN-REDD Programme’s Policy Board during 
which support was reaffirmed for the Pro-
gramme’s 2016-2020 Strategic Framework 
development process. The meeting - attend-
ed by more than 70 participants from 27 
countries – including representatives of UN-
REDD Programme partner countries, donor 
countries, UN agencies, indigenous peoples 
and civil society organizations – was co-or-
ganized by Costa Rica’s Fondo Nacional de 
Financiamiento Forestal and UNEP’s Division 
of Environmental Policy Implementation.

Decisions made by the Policy Board at its 
14th meeting included:

1. Approving the Programme’s Annual 
Progress Report
2. Welcoming the outcome of the devel-
opment process of the Programme’s 2016-
2020 Strategic Framework as well as next 
step to finalize the Programme’s 2016-
2020 governance structure
3. Agreement to review and consider for 
approval the National Programme pro-
posals of Chile, Myanmar and Peru on an 
inter-sessional basis
4. Recognition of the completion of Ecua-
dor’s National Programme and endorse-
ment of the programme’s final evaluation.

Read more at http://bit.ly/1K3lXlD

http://bit.ly/1g7yEnA
http://bit.ly/1KPtV4I
http://bit.ly/1K3lXlD
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Phnom Penh, June 05: A half-day meeting 
was conducted between the NGO Forum 
on Cambodia (NGOF) and the General Di-
rectorate of Agriculture (GDA) in order to 
update each side on the Draft Law on Agri-
cultural Land working progress.

The meeting chaired by H.E So Khan Ri-
thykun, Government delegation and Di-
rector General of GDA, Mr. AM Phirum, 
Deputy Head of Department of Agriculture 
Land Resources Management, and the 
NGO Representatives from NGOF, Oxfam, 
Action Aid and NDF-C.

During the meeting, H.E So Khan Rithykun 
mentioned that the working group orga-
nized dozen of meetings to review this 
draft law. He added that the draft law was 
later on submitted to H.E TY Sokhun, Sec-
retary of state, Ministry of Agriculture For-
estries and Fisheries (MAFF) for review and 
comments. Currently GDA is working on 
contents and format on some chapters af-
ter feedback from MAFF. Twelve chapters 
and 90 articles were added and cleaned up. 

“All the comments and feedbacks from 
CSOs/NGOs upon the first draft law was 
valuable, and our working group have con-
solidate around 65% of all feedback into 
this draft law. As I could remember, we ...

Read more at http://bit.ly/1IWKnmm

“Prey Lang” Deforestation Discussion among National and 
Sub-National Authorities, NGOs and Communities

Phnom Penh, May 26: The NGO Forum 
on Cambodia (NGOF) in coordination with 
Prey Lang Working Group (PLWG) and Indig-
enous Peoples and Forestry Network (IPFN) 
organized a National Workshop on “Prey 
Lang” in order to highlight the key concerns 
of NGOs and local communities on ille-
gal logging in Prey Lang (PL). The meeting 
brought various key players to discuss the 
best strategies to protect PL and urged the 
Cambodian Government to be accountable 
regarding illegal logging in the area. 

Approximately 159 participants, including 
representatives from CSOs/NGOs, devel-
opment partners, Government, Ministry 
of Environment, Forestry Administration, 
sub-national authorities, communities and 
youth attended the event. The participants 
had paid much attention and gained more 
knowledge and concepts on the topics pre-
sented on SLC by MLMUPC and LWD, ELCs 
Reviewing Mechanism by MoE, the Impor-
tant of Forest for Community Livelihood by 
RUA, esp Encountered Problems by PLCN 
representative.  

After 5 groups discussion on SWOT analysis 
was made by PLCN; Sub-National Authori-
ties; NGOs who are working closely with PL; 
and NGOs who are not working or indirectly 
involved with PL, the common strategies 
and suggestions had been revealed to...

Read more at  http://bit.ly/1eRYco1

New Actions and Existing Policies:
The Implementation and Impacts of Directive 01

Phnom Penh, June 09: A Research Report on 
“New Actions and Existing Policies: The Im-
plementation and Impacts of Directive 01” 
produced by NGO Forum on Cambodia was 
officially launched at Tonle Bassac 2 Restau-
rant. One hundred and twelve participants, 
(31 women) included representatives from 
ministry officials, Provincial Officials, Devel-
opment Partners, national and international 
organizations, affected communities, NGOs, 
researchers and media attended this work-
shop.

The workshop was undertaken in order to 
disseminate the results of key findings in-
cluding recommendation and suggestions 
on the shortcomings of Directive 01 (D01) 
to the relevant stakeholders, and the public, 
especially, the Royal Government of Cam-

bodia (RGC). The specific objectives of this 
launching report are: 

1. To better understand how Order 01 was 
implemented on the ground, the degree to 
which it proceeded according to the guide-
lines for its implementation, and how dif-
ferent types of land and land users were 
targeted by the campaign and to what ef-
fect...

Read more at http://bit.ly/1N95PlA

 First Draft of Agriculture 
Land Law Soon to Be Re-

leased

http://bit.ly/1IWKnmm
http://bit.ly/1eRYco1
http://bit.ly/1N95PlA
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Phnom Penh, June 11: A Twenty NGOs 
representatives (one female), working on 
Land Issues in Cambodia, attended the 
second Quarterly Meeting with Ministry 
of Land Management Urban Planning and 
Construction (MLMUPC) to discuss and 
update working progress on land issues. 
Five NGOs that presented in the meeting 
comprised of NGO Forum on Cambodia 
(NGOF), Indigenous Community Support 
Organization (ICSO), Development Part-
ners in Action (DPA), Community Man-
aged Development Partners (CMDP) and 
World Vision (WV).

The main agendas for the meeting were: 
1. Following up solutions regarding the 
deducted of tax fee for the Indigenous 
People (IP) communities upon their 
Land Registration Process
2. Updating  guidelines/legal docu-
ments to support the Conversion of 
Private Land Titles (PLT) to Communal 
Land Titles (CLT)
3. Bringing up-to-date on IPs’ request 
in cutting the property of Private Land 
from the communal Land and
4. Monitoring on the Land Registration 
process at Tomnop 2&3 with the Sys-
tematic Land Registration Process at Sa-
maky Community, Thnal Chhum Village

Read more at  http://bit.ly/1Hpz0vH

NGOs and MLMUPC Meet 
to Update Land Working 

Progress in Cambodia

NGO Forum Training to Improve CSOs/NGOs Capacity on Budget 
Analysis and Advocacy

Phnom Penh, June 15 - 17: The Develop-
ment Issue Program (DIP) of NGO Forum on 
Cambodia (NGOF)  conducted a three-day 
training on Budget Analysis and Advocacy 
to forty six participants from NGOs/CSOs 
and National Assembly (NA), with financial 
support from UNICEF and technical support 
from International Budget Partnership (IBP) 
in India at Sunway Hotel.

With the overall objective to improve 
knowledge to the participants in term of ca-
pacity and with productive working result, 
the specific for this training were to address 
the importance of budget cycle, key docu-
ments (pre-budget statement, executive’s 
budget proposal), to provide understanding 
of the roles of NGOs/CSOs in budget formu-
lation and monitoring, and lastly to share 
experiences from other countries in strat-
egy, tools, and tactics for budget advocacy. 

“We, the NGOF which one of the leading 
NGOs that has a project and program on 
monitoring the progress of PFMRP in the 
area of budget transparency, organize this 
event to, precisely, improve the budget 
analysis for the relevant institutions. The 
National Budget Project (NBP) and NGOF 
have produced and annual budget analys....

Read more at http://bit.ly/1hiLO22

Civil Societies in South East Asia Share Concerns and Seek for 
Solutions on Climate Change Issue at National and Regional 

Levels

Siem Reap, June 18 – 20: A three-day Cli-
mate Change Regional Workshop, theme 
“The Intended Nationally Determined 
Contributions, National Adaptation Plans 
Process including the Joint Principles for 
Adaptation, and Loss and Damage”, was 
conducted and participated by approximate-
ly 40 representatives from NGOs around 
the South East Asia Region. Those countries 
were Cambodia (members of NGOs Envi-
ronment and Climate Change Alliance of 

NGO Forum on Cambodia (NECA/NGOF), 
Cambodia Climate Change Network (CCCN) 
and DanChurchAid/ChristianAid (DCA/CA), 
United Nations Development Programme-
Cambodia (UNDP Cambodia), Christian Aid-
Philippines, Climate Change Working Group 
(CCWG-Vietnam), Climate Watch Thailand, 
Climate Action Network (CAN-Internation-
al- Malaysia), Sri Lanka and local partners 
based in Siem Reap.

This jointly organized workshop was held 
with the objectives to raise awareness and 
build capacity of key NGO members/part-
ners in the region on Intended Nationally 
Determined Contributions (INDCs), Loss and 
Damage (L&D), National Adaptation Plans 
(NAP) and Join Principle for Adaptation....

Read more at http://bit.ly/1IG9SSy

http://bit.ly/1Hpz0vH
http://bit.ly/1hiLO22
http://bit.ly/1IG9SSy
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Forestry Administration and Prey Lang Working Group Meeting to Update on Prey Lang Situation

Phnom Penh, June 24: Thirteen participants 
comprised of The NGO Forum on Cambodia 
(NGOF) and together with  Prey Lang Work-
ing Group including Cambodian Youth Net-
work (CYN), Community Development for 
Peace and Sustainability-Community Peace-
Building Network (CDPS-CPN), Winrock 
International (WI), DANMISSION, Peace 
Bridge Cambodia (PBO) and Prey Lang Com-
munity Networks (PLCN) members from 
Kampong Thom and Kratie, attended the of-
ficial meeting with Forestry Administration 
(FA), Chaired by H.E Chea Sam Ang. 

Two parties came together in order to have 
mainly discussion on Prey Lang, specifically, 
focusing on updating current situation of 
forest issues in Prey Lang (PL), briefing the 
methodologies and result of PLCN report, 

and tracking the progress of PL sub-decree. 
In responding to the concerning on draft 
sub-decree that was distributed during the 
meeting, FA claimed that issues were put 
into action and currently is on the process 
of conducting the consultation with sub-na-
tional and local authorities as well as local 
communities to verify and clarify boundar-
ies; for instance, consultation in Mean Rith 
commune was recently finished, and will be 
soon sent for CSOs consultation after final-
ization the boundaries and demarcation of 
the land.

“REDD+ project has been being implement-
ed from 2015 - 2018 inside the draft of Prey 
Lang Protected Area in Kampong Thom, 
namely Korea-Cam REDD+. It will be more 
responsibilities of FA after Protected Area 

and REDD+ project are established; there-
fore, FA would work much harder to protect 
the remaining forest,” said Chea Sam Ang. 

NGOs, whose work is mainly focusing on 
forestry protection and community devel-
opment, are in need to educate the citizen...

Read more at http://bit.ly/1KPsTG0

CSOs Land Strategic Forum: Working Together Toward Land Dispute Resolutions in Cambodia

Phnom Penh, June 29: The NGO Forum on 
Cambodia (NGOF) organized one-day CSOs 
Land Strategic Forum, theme “Working To-
gether toward Land Dispute Resolutions 
in Cambodia” that aimed to bring network 
members and other relevant stakeholders 
to work together on land dispute resolu-
tions. In this event, members joined to-
gether to analyse the status and trends on 
various aspects of land conflicts in Cambo-
dia, accomplishments, outcomes and chal-
lenges in advocacy work as well as develop 
advocacy strategies in strengthening advo-
cacy on land conflict issues. The forum was 

comprised of 42 participants (6 females) as 
the representatives from development part-
ners, NGOs based in Phnom Penh and prov-
inces, including IBJ, CHRAC, LAC, SK, ICSO, 
KKKHRDA, HRTF, Oxfam GB, UNOHCHR, 
CLEC, Media, Adhoc, CCHR, HBF, CED, STT, 
GVO, Vigilance, WVC, LWD, Pin, Legal Town 
and Diakonia.

Speaking at the opening remarks, Dr. Tek 
Vannara, NGOF’s Executive Director said  
that In worse cases, the land disputes could 
lead to the loss of land, culture and tradi-
tion, and relatively, losing access to resourc-
es. Furthermore, they also represented 
significant challenges to Cambodia’s repu-
tation in the international arena. “Records 
in the database of the NGO Forum on Cam-
bodia suggest that some land dispute cases 
have been going on for a number of years 
and this has compromised the living condi-
tions and livelihoods of the affected people” 
he added.

According to civil society’s Statistical Analy-
sis of Land Disputes in Cambodia, 2014, the 
total of 23 new land dispute cases meeting 
the Research and Information (RIC) criteria  
were recorded as commencing in 2014. This 
number is however lower compared to the 
cases that emerged during the years 2010, 
2011, 2012 and 2013 with 39, 39, 46, 28 and 
new 23 disputes respectively.

The total number of land disputes analyzed 
by RIC based on their methodology in 2014 
is 352. Among them, 68 cases were resolved 
in 2014 and 14 land dispute cases were 
abandoned. As a result, 77%, or 270 cases 
out of the total 352 land disputes recorded 
have not been fully resolved as of 2014. 
With this number, the affected household 
was counted 55,795 and this would affect 
up to 256,657 people. This figure is equal to 
approximately 1.74% of total HHs through-
out the country. By 2014, eighty six Eco-
nomic Land Concessions (ELCs) have caused 
dispute. And these disputes have affected 

http://bit.ly/1KPsTG0
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Topic:  TV Interview on the Modernization of Cambodia Programme to discuss “The 
Environment in Cambodia” 

Location: NGO Forum, Phnom Penh, Cambodia.

Date:  May 26, 2015

Speakers:  Dr. Tek Vannara, NGOF’s Executive Director

Topic:  Round Table Discussion on the concerns of “LANGO”

Location: VOD Radio, FM 106.5 MHz, Phnom Penh, Cambodia.

Date:  May 27, 2015

Speakers:  

Heng Peakdey, Deputy Executive Director

Mou Sokhour, Opposition Lawmaker

Kem Ley, Social Analysist (Interview via phone)

Topic:  Radio Talk Show on “Directive 01, More Success than Failure”.

Location: Radio France International, FM 92.0 MHz Phnom Penh, Cambodia

Date:  June 09, 2015

Speakers:  Dr. Tek Vannara, NGOF’s Executive Director

Topic:  Radio Talk Show on “Should Cambodia have the third party to solve Dan 
Sahong Case”. 

Location: Radio France International, FM 92.0 MHz Phnom Penh, Cambodia

Date:  June 29, 2015 

Speakers:  Tek Vannara, Executive Director of the NGO Forum on Cambodia



UPCOMING EVENTS/HOLIDAYS
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03 - 07 August
Field Visit to Union Development Group in Koh Kong

07 August
Private Sector Meeting to Adopt TOR National CSR Platform in 
Phnom Penh

08-11 August
Field Visit to Adaptation Fund in Kampong Thom and Siem Reap

12 August
Nation Advocacy Forum Preparation Meeting in Phnom Penh

12 - 13 August
Regional Workshop on Climate Change Adaptation 

17-21 August
NGO Forum Staff Retreat in Siem Reap

19 - 21 August
Training on EIA Monitoring Process and Effective Communications in 
Phnom Penh

21 August
Meeting with GRAISEA Regional from Thailand to Orient on 
Monitoring, Evaluation and Learning Plan (MEL Plan) in Phnom Penh

4 September
Workshop on the Assessment of CSOs/NGOs Comment on NSDP in 
Phnom Penh

24 September
Constitutional Day in Cambodia

30 September
Launching the Small Land Holder Report in Phnom Penh

Warmly welcome Ms. Srey Sinath, the Development 
Policy Project Coordinator. Sinath has ten years of ex-
periences working with local and INGOs on Research 
and development. 

Please contact Sinath at  
sinath@ngoforum.org.kh  
+855 12 54 66 17                

Join us in welcome Mr. PANG Sopheap, our National 
Budget Project Coordinator. Over a decade working 
with local and international NGOs, Sopheap brings 
with him experiences on advocacy, research, educa-
tion and community development. 

Please contact Sopheap at  
sopheap@ngoforum.org.kh 
+855 12 403 404                

Welcome Ms. You sokvyryda, our Finance Intern. Ryda is 
currently a fourth year student at Royal University of Law 
and Economic with Banking and Finance. 

Please contact Sokvyryda at  
v.fin@ngoforum.org.kh 
+855 96 81 82 360              

Pheang Sinath is the new intern of Research, Advo-
cacy and Communications Center. She is the senior 
student at Royal University of Law and Economic year, 
majored in Law. 

Please contact Sinath at  
v.ric@ngoforum.org.kh 
+855 95 83 27 47              

mailto:Pheakdey%40ngoforum.org.kh%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20?subject=
mailto:Pheakdey%40ngoforum.org.kh%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20?subject=


THANK YOU!

The NGO Forum on Cambodia would like to thanks to our local and international donors  
that always support our good causes missions to support Cambodians in need.

Working Together for Positive Change

The NGO Forum on Social Media! 
Like and follow us Facebook https://www.facebook.com/ngoforumoncambodia

Follow The NGO Forum Tweeter https://twitter.com/thengoforum
Give us a plus on G+ https://plus.google.com/b/110431356984882685030/110431356984882685030/posts

Visit our website http://http://www.ngoforum.org.kh/


